
MAGIC 2019 - Where Are We From? 
Japan 

 
Japan is an island country in East Asia.  Japan has about 6,852 islands, making it the world’s 
fourth largest island country with a size slightly smaller than California. Japan is known for its 
blend of traditional and modern culture. You can enjoy traditional dishes and visit old temples 
in Kyoto, or enjoy a day at Tokyo Disneyland.  
 
Although Japan’s pop culture is unique, much of its entertainment and tchotchkes (from 
Pokemon to Hello Kitty, and from Godzilla to Hayao Miyazaki movies) has long ago reached the 
shores of America and become an American staple for kids of all ages and movie buffs alike.    
 
School life in Japan:  Japanese children enter the first grade of elementary school in April after 
their sixth birthday.  Although there is preschool and kindergarten in Japan, Japan’s compulsory 
education starts from elementary school.  In most cases, there’s no drop-offs or pick-ups for 
schools. Children of all grades walk to school by themselves. The subjects taught in Japanese 
schools are  similar to what you would get in American schools (Reading/Writing, Math, 
Science, Social Studies, PE), yet they also include Music, Art, Ethics, Swimming, and Home 
Economics (such as cooking and sewing). All students additionally learn traditional Japanese art 
like Calligraphy and Haiku (poetry) writing. Elementary schools are now introducing English as 
well. 
 
As part of their daily schedule, students clean their classrooms, hallways, and other common 
areas. They also  eat lunch inside their classrooms with their home room teacher.  Food is made 
fresh, from scratch on school grounds daily.  Students take turns serving lunch to their 
classmates.  When the meal is over, they scrape food off their plates and return them to the 
kitchen.         
 
MAGIC: Once our students enter the shores of Japan at this year’s MAGIC,  they will experience 
a day in the life of a Japanese student.  They will make their own Onigiri and sample a bento 
lunch commonly eaten on school field trips -  from Misozuke-Chicken, Tamagoyaki and more.  
At the craft center, students will try their hand at calligraphy by making a mini Kakejiku 
(hanging scroll) and also work on a group project.  The activity of the day is to explore the 
artifacts table including an assortment of traditional Japanese wooden toys, such as the 
Kendama, a skill toy and a variant of the classic cup-and-ball game. We are sure your kids will 
enjoy an authentic  day as a Japanese student. 
 
 


